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[Simeon] said to [Honi] “Does. the Holy One, blessed be he, annul 
his punitive decree on account of the contrary decree of a righteous 
man. 


But he does not annul the decree of one righteous man on account of 
the contrary decree of another righteous man. who is his equal? [Surely 
not.]” 


But what am I going to do to you? For you importune before the 
Omnipresent, so he does what you want, like a son who 
importunes his father, so he does what he wants. 


R. Berekhiah, R. .Abba bar Kahana, R. Zeirah in the name of R. Judah; 
and there are those who state the matter in the name of R. Hisda; and 
there are those who state the matter in the name of R. .Mattenah: “You 
will decide on a matter and it will be established tor you’ (Job 22:2). 
What is the meaning of, ‘For you’? Even if he said this while you said 
that, what you say will he carried out and what I say will not be 
carried out.” 


[C] “And light will shine on your ways” Job 22:28): Said R. Hiyya bar 
Ba, “This refers to rain.” [The following illustrates this:] 


[D] He loads the thick cloud with moisture, the clouds scatter his 
lightning” (Job 37:11). 


[Continuing B:] “For when they were abased, you said, ‘Proud’” (Job 
22:29): [thus:] “I planned to abase them [by not sending rain], but you 
wanted to make them proud. Your plan was carried out, and mine was 
annulled. 


“But he saves the lowly’ (Job 22:29): ‘I planned to bring them low 
through an evil [decree], while you planned to save them. Your plan 
was carried out. and mine was annulled. 


“T said, ‘Will he deliver the man who is not innocent (Job 22:30). But 
you said, ‘He will be delivered, even though he is not innocent, your 
plan was carried out, and mine was annulled.” 


[H] What is the meaning of the following: “You will be delivered 
through the cleanness of your hands” (Job 22:30)? 


[I] Through the innocence of your hands,” that is. through the merit of 
the religious lives [you have carried out] and the good deeds that 
were in your hands from your beginnings 


“Concerning you Scripture says, ‘Let you father and you mother 
be glad, and let her that bore you rejoice’”’ (Prov. 23:25). 


